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SUBJECT: POLITICAL DETAINEE SHAMSUDDIN TUNG SEEKS RELEASE 
REE: (A) SINGAPORE 0777, (B) 76 SINGAPORE 5756 

1. SUMMARY: SHAMSUDDIN TUNG AKA TUNG TAO CHANG, DETAINED 
ON DECEMBER 24, 1976 FOR "PLAYING ON THE 'GUT' ISSUES OE 
CHINESE LANGUAGE, EDUCATION AND CULTURE TO INCITE 
CHAUVINISTIC EMOTIONS," (REE B) HAS MADE A BID EOR 
RELEASE. LOCAL PRESS REPORTED ON JULY 21 THAT TUNG HAS 
WRITTEN TO PM LEE VOLUNTEERING TO PUBLICLY RENOUNCE THE 
USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. TUNG'S WIFE AND HIS SOLICITOR, J. B. JEYARETNAM, 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE WORKER'S PARTY, ANNOUNCED IN 
JULY 20 PRESS CONFERENCE THAT SHAMSUDDIN TUNG HAS WRITTEN 
PM LEE TO SEEK RELEASE FROM CHANGI PRISON BY UNDERTAKING 
TO MAKE A PUBLIC RENUNCIATION OE THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT. COPIES OE THE LETTER WERE 
DISTRIBUTED AT THE CONFERENCE AND THE FOLLOWING 
QUOTES WERE PRINTED IN THE STRAITS TIMES: 

"I, TUNG TAO CHANG ALIAS SHAMSUDDIN TUNG, 

PRESENTLY DETAINED AT MOON CRESCENT DETENTION 
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CENTRE UNDER THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, WELCOME 
THE VARIOUS ASSURANCES GIVEN BY YOU BOTH IN 
SINGAPORE AND OVERSEAS THAT ANY DETAINEE WILL BE 
RELEASED IF HE PUBLICLY RENOUNCES THE USE OE 
FORCE TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT. 

"I WISH TO SAY THAT I AM NOT AND NEVER HAVE 
BREN A COMMUNIST, A PRO-COMMUNIST OR EVEN A 
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COMMUNIST SYMPATHIZER. THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
DEPARTMENT IS WELL AWARE OE THIS. 

"EQUALLY, I HAVE NEVER ADVOCATED VIOLENCE OR 
THE USE OE EORCE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SINGAPORE OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT..." 

"...(I WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY) TO DECLARE 
PUBLICLY MY ABHORRENCE OF FORCE AS A MEANS OF 
OPPOSING THE GOVERNMENT..." 

JEYARETNAM COULD NOT CONEIRM IF THE LETTER HAD 
REACHED THE PM. MRS. TUNG SAID THE LETTER WAS 
SUBMITTED THROUGH DETENTION CENTER AUTHORITIES ON 
JULY 1 AND THAT SINCE THEN SHE HAS BEEN ANXIOUSLY 
AWAITING AREPLY. 

3. COMMENT: BY PUBLICLY INVOKING PM LEE'S OEEER 

TO RELEASE DETAINEES WHO RENOUNCE THE USE OE VIOLENCE, 

TUNG IS CLEARLY TRYING TO EORCE THE GOVERNMENT'S HAND. 

OEFER, HOWEVER, WAS SPECIEICALLY AIMED AT THOSE DETAINED 
EOR COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES, AND TUNG IS BEING HELD ON 
CHARGES OE CHINESE CHAUVINISM. HE HAS ALSO BEEN IMPLICATED 
BY LEONG MUN KWAI (REF A) AS BEING INVOLVED WITH LEONG AND 
MALAYSIAN SPECIAL BRANCH OEFICERS IN THEIR "BLACK PLOT " 

TO DISCREDIT PM LEE, AND GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE HIS TESTIMONY 
ABOUT THIS INVOLVEMENT. 

4. TUNG'S CURRENT PLOY IS UNLIKELY TO WORK. THE LEAD 
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EDITORIAL IN THE JULY 22 STRAITS TIMES ASSERTS THAT HIS 
DECLARATION WAS ESSENTIALLY IRRELEVANT IN THAT HE HAD DENIED 
WRONGDOINGS EOR WHICH HE HAD NEVER BEEN CHARGED. POINTING 
OUT THAT HE WAS IN FACT BEING HELD ON CHARGES OE INCITING 
CHAUVINISM, IT SUGGESTED THAT "IE HE WILL ADMIT TO THIS AND 
REPENT ACCORDINGLY, HIS GESTURE COULD BE WORTHY OF MORE 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION". IT MIGHT BE NOTED IN THIS CONNECTION 
THAT LEE EU SENG (EORMER EDITOR OE NANYANG SIANG PAU AND TUNG’S 
EMPLOYER BEFORE TUNG WAS DETAINED IN 1971 ON THE SAME 
CHARGES) HAS BEEN DETAINED SINCE JANUARY 1973 ON CHARGES OE 
CHINESE CHAUVINISM. LEE HAS BEEN TOLD HE WOULD BE 
RELEASED IE HE WOULD SIGN A STATEMENT PLEDGING HE 
WILL NEVER BECOME INVOLVED IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

SOMETHING ALONG THE SAME LINE MAY BE REQUIRED OE TUNG 
BEFORE HE IS RELEASED. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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